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Introduction 

• Neurodevelopmental 
/neurodisability  

• Safeguarding service 

• Looked after children 
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Children and safeguarding in UK 
 • UNCRC 

• Children’s act (and updates) 

• Education act 

• Working together 
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UNCRC 

3 - best interests of the child 

9 - separation from parents 

18 - parental responsibilities and state assistance 

19 - protection from violence, abuse and neglect 
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UNCRC 

23 - children with a disability 

25 - review of treatment in care 

28 - right to education 

33/34  -drug abuse and sexual exploitation 

39 - recovery from trauma and reintegration 

 



Inspired by Children 

Children’s act 1989 and 2004  

Allocates duties to local authorities, courts, parents, and 
other agencies in the United Kingdom, to ensure children 
are safeguarded and their welfare is promoted.  
 
Some important sections   
• emergency protection  
• agreed placement (section 20) 
• children in care 
• investigation of possible abuse (Section 47) 
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Working Together 

• Health 

• School 

• Children Services 

• As a whole 

 



Inspired by Children 

What is the role of community paediatrics? 

• Significant roles in child protection (CP 
including sexual abuse, Child deaths, ALTEs, 
Perplexing presentations)   

• To add information about health and 
presentation to health  

• To consider development 
• To take part in MDT/Multi-agency meetings 
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Case Study 

• 9 year old boy 

• Otherwise fit and well 

• Referred by GP to community paediatric 
service – behaviour, active, oppositional 

• ?ADHD – no family history of note 
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• Achenbach questionnaires and school 
information reveal no difficulties in 
school 

• Impression – behaviour ?cause 
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18 months later 

• Referral for alleged kick to leg 

• Social care information – risk factors for 
behaviour and emotional abuse 

• Lots of thoughts about communication 
and information sharing.  

• Lots of reflection for me! 
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Case Study – Looked After Child 
• 16 year old girl on FCO  
• On 15th placement 
• History of antenatal alcohol use and early trauma 
• Pending placement breakdown - MDT 

– SLT – receptive and expressive delay 
– Attachment difficulties and full assessment for ASD 
– Spiky cognitive profile 
– Previous diagnosis of ADHD rescinded 
– Coordination difficulties 
– Processing difficulties 
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MDT 

• Virtual school lead MDT 

• Plan to reassess ADHD 

• OT 

• Consider FASD 
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Safeguarding MDT 

• Social care 

• School 

• Health (school nurse/ health visitor) 

• Police 

• Health (treating/ assessing  health 
professionals) -  paediatrician/ CAMHs 
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 Neurodevelopmental MDT 
• Social care 
• School 
• Health (school nurse/ health visitor) 
• Police 
• Health (treating/ assessing  health 

professionals) -  paediatrician/ CAMHs/ 
SLT/ psychology/ OT 
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 Neurodevelopmental MDT 
• Social care 

• School 

• Health (school nurse/ health visitor) 

• Police 

• Health (treating/ assessing  health 
professionals) -  paediatrician/ CAMHs/ SLT/ 
psychology/ OT 
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• Neglect  

• Socioeconomic deprivation 

• Perplexing cases 

• Looked after children 

• Foetal alcohol spectrum disorder 

 

MDT 
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What now? 
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Recommendations 

• Safeguarding issues should always be 
explored with every patient – referral/ND 
history/ school observation 

• Multi disciplinary work should be the aim in 
a  multifactorial diagnosis and assessment 

• Objective assessments 
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Take home message 
• It should be noted that abuse is one of 

the most common childhood conditions 
at about 20% of the childhood 
population.  This is more common than 
asthma, ADHD and autism put together. 

 


